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00 O In recent yearst] more and more American university students who choose to study Chinese havealready had
some Mandarin background. It is agreed in Chinese-teaching circles that students with Mandarinbackground
should be taught separately from those otherwise[] and a textbook suitable for the formergroup should be
compiled accordingly. Me and China is designed to meet this purposel it is a first-yearChinese textbook for the
university students who have listening and speaking skills to conduct everydayconversations in Mandarin while the
reading and writing ability is still at the beginning level.[0 [ Before compiling this textbookd we had made a lot of
investigations on the studentg demands andexpectations in the form of questionnaires and individual interviews.
According to our investigations] theystudy Chinese mainly for four purposest] [J [I 1. To appropriately express
their ideas in Chinese.[J [J 2. To seek their Chinese roots.[J [ 3. To visit China.OJ O 4. To find answers to
questions and confusions during their previous visit to China through studying Chinese.[J [J According to their
demands and expectations[] we compiled Me and China.
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[0 O Me and China is a new textbook designed for college students of Chinese heritage who have some
background in conversational Chinese.All three US-based instructors have extensive experience teaching Chinese
heritage learners in the United States. A wide range of topics focus on the studentsC] their familiesC] college life[]
Chinese history and culture[J and contemporary China. The subjects are presented in a way that is fresh(J varied
O livelyd and easy to grasp. Me and Chinas innovative exercises and hands-on activities are designed to reinforce
sentence pattems and to provide opportunities for students to practice their Chinese in real-life situations.
University students and instructors who are currently using Me and China have found it to be highly inspiring and
effective in heritage Chinese language courses.[] [1 Me and China includes a textbook with integrated workbook

and two Student Audio CDs.
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