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Combe Island off the Cornish coast has a bloodstained history of piracy and cruelty but now, privately owned, it
offers respite to over-stressed men and women in positions of high authority who require privacy and guaranteed
security. But the peace of Combe is vilated when one of the distinguished visitors is bizarrely murdered. Adam
Dalgliesh is called in to solve the mystery quickly and discreetly, but at a difficult time for him and his depleted
team, who all have worries of their own. Hardly have the team began to unravel the mystery when there is a second
brutal killing and the investigation is jeopardized when Dalgliesh is faced with a potentially fatal danger...This
powerful novel combines all the elements P D James fans have come to expect: a vivid evocation of place, sensitive
characterisation and a superbly structured plot.
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