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What if you were an unwilling vampire? You needed to drink human blood to stay alive, but you weren't some
horror-flick villain; you were you, born human--a nice person, even. Thus is the dilemma of the young
narrator-protagonist, Darren Shan, in this tremendously suspenseful, oft-sickening sequel to Cirque Du Freak:
The Saga of Darren Shan. In the first book, Darren becomesa vampire’s assistant to save the life of his friend Steve.
In order to do so, he has to fake his death, get buried alive, and head out--half-human, homeless, and
friendless--into the world. The Vampire's Assistant chronicles his new lonely life as a half-vampire, pumped with
the cursed blood of his vampire guardian, Mr. Crepsley. Darren has much to learn about his freshly supernatural
state. He doesn't grow fangs, for instance, like he thought he might. And he can't change shape or fly. Garlic just
gives vampires bad breath... And they eat bagels. Some of the hardest lessons of all come when he joins the
traveling freak show Cirque Du Freak, the show that got him and Steve in trouble in the first place. Readers won't
be disappointed by this fast-paced, gory, but strangely amiable sequel. In fact, the plot is much better paced than
the first and the dialogue far more natural. Deadly pythons, a snake boy, Cormac Limbs (bite off his finger and it
grows back!), and an entire cast of dreadfully creepy characters offer excitement beyond expectation. Along the
way, we come to really like Darren, who will do absolutely anything for a friend. British author Darren Shan
promises more adventures in 2002. (Ages 10 and older) --Karin Snelson --This text refers to the Hardcover
edition.

In The Vampire's Assistant, the second installment of the series begun with Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan, the
hero returns to the old-fashioned freak show where, thanks to Mr. Crespley, he became a "half-vampire.” Darren
once again struggles against the urge to feed upon the human blood his health requires.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

--This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Gr 5-8-After a breezy two-page introduction that gives the major plot points of Cirque du Freak, readers are
plunged back into the world of a young, newly minted half-vampire (a concept that is never fully explained). With
his mentor, the creepy full vampire Mr. Crepsley, Darren is learning the ropes of the undead. Readers quickly get a
rundown of the facts, the most important one being that vampires, even half ones, must have human blood to
survive, and Darren can't bring himself to drink. There is not much plot here. He and Mr. Crepsley return to the
Cirque du Freak. Darren and Evra, a snake-boy, make what is ultimately a tragic friendship with a local boy named
Sam and a self-proclaimed "ecowarrior" named R.V. It is R.V. who precipitates the real action as he becomes
suspicious of animals disappearing from nearby farms. The first-person narration seems superficial, and there is
little depth to Darren's character. That said, Shan creates heart-pounding, page-turning action that will keep kids
reading. He certainly knows his horror, and this book cranks up the gore factor a notch or two. Readers will get
more information about the genuinely weird denizens of the Cirque du Freak. There are some genuinely horrific,
almost painful moments, particularly at the book’s tragic climax. Readers will be turning from the page, sickened,
and then come back to find out what happens next. The question remains, where can Shan take his readers from
here? Just how far will he go?-Tim Wadham, Maricopa County Library District, Phoenix, AZ
Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

--This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Gr. 5-8. This sequel to the fast-paced Cirque Du Freak: A Living Nightmare finds Darren Shan in difficult
circumstances. Vampire Larten Crepsley has begun the process of turning Darren into a vampire, but is hampered
by Darren's refusal to drink human blood. Feeding on small animals, Darren grows progressively weaker. Crepsley
and Darren return to the traveling freak show, Cirque Du Freak, where the vampire hopes Darren will find friends
among the unusual performers and finally accept his fate. Although Darren does make friends with snake-boy Evra
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Von, he also makes a new human friend, Sam, who is enchanted by the freak show and begs to join the troop.
Chockful of wonderfully inventive details about the residents of the freak show (which includes a wolf man and the
mysterious Mr. Tiny), this stand-alone sequel lacks the poignancy of Anne Rice's early vampire books published
for adults, but is well suited to young readers. Debbie Carton

Copyright &#169; American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

"When most people hear 'large-print book," they immediately think senior citizen. But large-print editions of
popular children's books -- from the powerhouse Harry Potter series to timeless classics like The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer -- are now making their way onto the shelves of the Children's Department at the Canton Library. . ..
Although large-print editions are targeted to the visually-impaired or dyslexic child, they can also be used by
standard-vision readers. So Kershner [Children’s librarian at the Canton Public Library] has decided against
creating a special section in the Children's Department (as exists in the Adult Department) opting instead to
intersperse large-print books on the shelves with the regular print versions of the same titles."

-- The Observer and Eccentric (October 2000) (The Observer and Eccentric )

"Thorndike Press has helped me not only find books | want to read, but they also look like regular books. That's
important when you're a kid and you can only read Large Print, you want your book to look like all the other
books. I'm reading a lot more now that we have found Thorndike Press."

-- Jim Bernardin, Islamorada, FL

"Everyone loves to read, there's nothing like curling up with a good book. We're a reading family, so when our son
was diagnosed with Stargardt's Disease and only able to read Large Print, it was particularly difficult. Books on tape
are wonderful but they don't fill the void of actually reading a good story. Large Print books have been around a
long time for older people, but to find a good novel for a young person in Large Print began to feel nearly
impossible. The books that Thorndike Press publishes have truly made a difference in my son's reading life. He can
enjoy current novels as well as some of the classics that he missed reading when it became too difficult with regular
print."

-- Sara Bernardin, Islamorada, FL --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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