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His journey through the English

countryside is puzzling,amazing, and terrifying, Especially
difficult is his encounterwith the juggler named Bear. A huge, and
possibly even mad.man. Bear forces the boy to become his servant.
Bear, however,is a strange master, for he encourages Crispin to
think for himself.

Though Bear promises to protect Crispin,

it becomes clearthat the boy is being relentlessly pursued. Why are
his enemiesso determined tO Kill him? Crispin is gradually drawn
right intohis enemies' fortress, where in a riveting

climax he mustbecome a different person if he is to save

Bear'~ life and his own.
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