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This is the kind of book where you can smell and hear and see the fictional world the writer has created, so palpably
does the atmosphere come through. Set on an island in the straits north of Puget Sound, in Washington, where
everyone is either a fisherman or a berry farmer, the story is nominally about a murder trial. But since it's set in the
1950s, lingering memories of World War 11, internment camps and racism helps fuel suspicion of a
Japanese-American fisherman, a lifelong resident of the islands. It's a great story, but the primary pleasure of the
book is Guterson's renderings of the people and the place. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Ishmael Chambers, the one-man staff of the newspaper on San Piedro Island in Puget Sound, is covering the 1954
trial of a high school classmate accused of killing another classmate over a land dispute. Actor Peter Marinker--a
stage veteran who has appeared in such movies as The Russia House and The Emerald Forest--takes us deep inside
the world created by David Guterson in his award-winning 1994 novel. We learn the sensory details of life in a
small fishing community; the emotional lives of people scarred inside and out by World War I1; and the deep and
unresolved prejudices toward the island's Japanese Americans, who were interned during the war--a tragedy that
led to financial advantage for some islanders. Marinker deliberately but nimbly moves from the characters'
distinctive voices to the poignant interior perspectives of the soulful, wounded Chambers as he tells a combination
love story, murder mystery, and painful history lesson. (Running time: 15 hours, 10 cassettes) --Lou Schuler --This
text refers to the Audio Cassette edition.
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