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Now a major motion picture starring Oscar winners Tom Hanks,Julia Roberts, and Philip Seymour Hoffman, and
directed by Academy Award-winner Mike Nichols, Cbarlie VV/iLwn 5 If/at is the story of a bachelor congressman
from Texas, Charlie Wilson (Hanks), whose fun-loving exterior masked an extraordinary political mind and a
passion for the underdog. In the early 1980s, the underdogs were the Afghan "freedom fighters,” or mujahideen,
whose country had been invaded by the Russians. Encouraged by his longtime friend, patron, and sometime lover,
Joanne Herring (Roberts), Wilson partnered with CIA agent Gust Avrakotos (Hoffman) in an outrageous scheme
tofunnel billions of dollars of aid to the mujahideen, making it possible for the Afghans to defeat the Soviet forces.
A compelling account of the last battle of the Cold War, this incredible tale is the key to understanding two of the
most important events of our time--the sudden collapse of the Soviet Union and the rise of militant Islam.
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Author's Notelntroduction: A Strange Award at LangleyChapter 1: A Hot Tub in Las VegasChapter 2: Defender of
TrinityChapter 3: A Rogue Elephant in the Agency WoodsChapter 4: A Texas BombshellChapter 5: The Secret
Life of Charlie WilsonChapter 6: The Curse of AliquippaChapter 7: How the Israelis Broke the Congressman's
Heart and He Fell for the MujChapter 8: The Station ChiefChapter 9: Cocaine CharlieChapter 10: The
Congressman Takes His Belly Dancer to theJihadChapter 11: The Rebirth of Gust AvrakotosChapter 12: The
United States v. Charles WilsonChapter 13 : The Seduction of Doc LongChapter 14: Gust's SecretChapter 15: The
Opening SalvoChapter 16: Howard of AfghanistanChapter 17: Cogan's Last StandChapter 18: The Birth of a
ConspiracyChapter 19: The RecruitmentChapter 20: No Wasps Need ApplyChapter 21: Man of DestinyChapter
22: Mohammed's Arms BazaarChapter 23: The Senator and His Even Crazier Right-Wing FriendsChapter 24:
Techno Holy WarriorsChapter 25: "The Noblest Smuggling Operation in History"Chapter 26: Dr. Doom Declares
Charlie DeadChapter 27: Charlie's IrregularsChapter 28: The Silver BulletChapter 29: The Other Silver
BulletChapter 30: The Brown BomberChapter 31: "It's My War, Goddamn It"Chapter 32: Alihad to
RememberChapter 33: The Price of GloryChapter 34: "Here's to You, You Motherfucker"Epilogue--Unintended
ConsequencesSource NotesAcknowledgmentsindex
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