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[0 O Grade 9 Up— Johnson begins this exceptional novel in a lightweight fashion but quickly segues into more
serious issues that affect the three young women who make up the Bermudez Triangle. It is the summer before their
senior year in Saratoga Springs, NY. At first, organized, serious Nina has trouble adjusting to her leadership
workshop at Stanford University. Although she desperately misses Avery and Mel, who are waitresses at a
restaurant back home, she quickly falls head over heels for eco-warrior Steve, who has grown up in acommune on
the West Coast— so different from Nina's secure middle-class experience. When she returns to New York, she
immediately senses that Mel and Avery are keeping secrets and soon discovers that they have become lovers.
Rocked to the core, Nina wishes them happiness, but feels excluded and lonely, especially as her long-distance
relationship begins to deteriorate. As is typical for teens, the girls obsess ad nauseam over their romantic
relationships. Yet this narrow focus lends authenticity to the narrative, and readers become drawn into the
characters' lives as they stumble toward adulthood, fall in and out of love, enlarge their circle of friends, and rethink
their values. As the story deepens, Johnson does a superb job of subtly developing individual personalities for each
one. Although all ends well, it's a long, hard struggle, one that perceptively reflects the real-life ambiguities and
shades of gray faced by contemporary adolescents.— Susan Riley, Mount Kisco Public Library, NY [0 [ Copyright
&copy; Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out
of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Page 2



000004, tushu007.com

<<The Bermudez Triang|>>

goon

[0 O Maureen Johnson[ grew up in suburban Philadelphia.She received her MFA in Creative Writing at
Columbia University.She is the arthor of The Key to Golden Firbird.
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