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Andalucia is the southernmost territory of Spain and the part of the Iberian peninsula that is most quintessentially
Spanish. The popular image of Spain as a land of bull-fights, flamenco, sherry and ruined castles derives from this
spectacularly beautiful region. The influences that have washed over Andalucia since the first paintings were etched
on cave walls here more than twenty-five thousand years ago are many - Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Greeks,
Romans, Visigoths and VVandals all came and left their mark. And the most influential invaders of all, the Moors,
who ruled the region for seven centuries and named it al-Andalus, have left an enduring imprint on Andalucian
cul- ture and customs.
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