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This is a fascinating exploration of the most influential collection of writings in Western history. By placing the
events and people described in the Bible into their social and geographic context, it seeks to provide new insights
into the scriptures and illuminate a truly significant period in the development of Western civilization. The book
begins by looking at the early history of the Near East, showing how climatic and geographic factors helped to
shape the distribution and development of human populations in the region. There then follows chapters on the
archaeology and history of the Bible, explaining the different texts that make up the Bible and detailing the
important archaeological finds that have shed light on these ancient writings. With the scene set, the book proceeds
to explore the historical background of many of the key events and people described in the Bible. There are
chapters on the Exodus, Solomon, King David, the prophet Elijah, Jesus's birth, ministry, and death, and much
more. It ends with a look at the holy land today and a timeline showing the key events that shaped the region.
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IntroductionThe Ancient Near EastArchaeology of the BibleHistory of the BiblePatriarchs and Their WorldThe
Journeys of Abrahamlsaac, Jacob and JosephThe Exoduslinvasion and ConquestStruggles of the JudgesThe Ark
CapturedSamuelSaul, First King of IsraelThe Struggle for PowerKing DavidSolomon's Rule and EmpireDavid and
Solomon's CityThe Nation DividedEgypt InvadesWars of Israel and JudahThe Prophet ElijahElisha and the Revolt
of JehuTribute to AssyriaCrafts and IndustriesThe Spread of WritingRenaissance of the KingdomsChaosWays of
WarThe Destruction of Israel and JudahExile to BabyloniaBabylonThe Rise of PersiaReturn from Exilesettlement
and ReconstructioAlexander's EmpireAlexander's SuccessorsMaccabean RevoltJewish IndependenceThe Shadow
of RomeHerod's KingdomBirth of JesusJudaea and GalileeThe Ministry of JesusThe Last Days of JesusDeath of
JesusConversion of SaulPaul's Missionary JourneysEvangelising ChristianityJewish Revolts Against RomThe
Spread of ChristianityPeople of the BibleThe Holy Land
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