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0000 OO0 Butwhiletherewasasubstantial overlap between members of royal a-cademies] state
censorsC] book review writers.and editors of state—sponsored literary journalsC] such an overlap does not imply
an identity between peer review and book censorship.The crucial difference between the two systems was a spatial
onel] it was the provenance of the texts and their positioning vis—a -vis the state that informed what review
protocols were applied to them.My hypothesis is that texts produced within the state apparatus were peer-reviewed
while texts that were not produced within that framework were processed by the censorship and licensing
system.Peer review was for*  domestic products’ [ texts produced within state academies or by authors
pre-disciplined by direct ties to the state[] .Censorship was for* foreign im—ports’ [ foreign books[ or
domestic manuscripts produced by authors whowere not directly connected to and corporatively supervised by the
state[] .News was also treated asa‘ foreign import’ .Actually(] because news* hap—pened’ completely outside
the control of the state[J it could be seen as the epitome of this* foreign imports’ category.Not surprisingly

[J state-controlled journals did treat news like books both had to be selected[] reviewed[] and censored before
publication.Distance from the state meant reduced control and higher risk[J] and it was the relative risk a text posed
to the state that dif-ferentiated the jurisdictions of peer review and state censorship. The domesticl] foreign
distinction helps reframe the notion of* peer’ .What differentiated texts that became peer—reviewed from texts
that contin—ued to undergo censorship was not primarily the discipline they belonged tol] nor their authorial
status[] because even factual reports like news could be censored[ .1t is not that certain kinds of texts began to be
peer—reviewed [ as opposed to being censored ] because they belonged to a professionally mature discipline-a
discipline that could provide competent peers for self-reviewing.
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