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O O Inits earliest days the Roman Catholic Church preached something the low classesneeded. It preached
universal brotherhood and praised of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Ittaught people to work hard as a way to
salvation. Monks, who were required to deny worldlypleasures, introduced better farming methods and set an
example by their careful cultivationof the fields. Churches and monks also helped to preserve ancient culture
because they ~opiedbooks from time to time. The church also preached charitable work, giving help to the
needyand protecting the weak. Women used to enjoy special protection in the Western Worldbecause they were
considered as the weak ;and the Virgin Mary was very popular. It is stillregarded as a moral obligation to help the
handicapped and few people in the Westerncountries would look down upon them. The tradition has something
to do with the influenceof the church and its doctrine.
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