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2.2 Nature of lllustrative ExamplesWith the conviction that exemplification is an effective device, lexicographers
have to consider another important issue: what is the nature of an illustrative examplel[]

The issue will be approached from modem linguistics perspective.2.2.1 Infinite Utterances vs. Prototypical
ExamplesInfinite utterances are possibly produced with a small number of linguistic rules. Hence, aword in
question is likely to occur in an unlimited number of utterances. Even in a medium-sized computer corpus, a target
word is often shown in many instances of usage. Yet, not every instance of word usage in a corpus is suitable for a
diction- ary example. Of the numerous examples of usage, some illustrate the typical usage of a target word, and
some are just untypical instances of usage.Consider the following sentences:[1 101 The dog is in the yard.[] 2[]
The dog is barking in the yard.Both sentences are appropriate in some situations, but in exemplifying the entry
word dog in a dictionary intended for elementary learners, we may choose the second sentence as an example and
drop the first one.
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