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[0 O Families are becoming smaller.Fifty years agol] a family of five or six members was common.In 19701 the
size of the average family in the United States was 3.1 persons[] and now the averagefamily size is about 2.8
persons.At the same timel[] people are now living longer.For examplel inthe last ten years[] the number of people
over 65 years of age has increased 28 per cent. Theaverage age of people in the United States is now over 30.00 O As
a result of smaller families and more old people,life will change in many ways.If we havefewer childrend we will
need fewer schools.We will also need fewer teachers.But many older people will be interested in education.SO
schools and colleges will offer courses for these people.Becausemany of the older people work,these courses will be
given in the evenings and on weekends.[1 [J The needs for housing will be different.It is common now for many
people to live in houses that have five or six rooms.This kind of house is good for families with three or four
children.Butif the population gets older and if families have only one child[ large homes will not be
necessary.Those people who need only three or four rooms for their homes will live in small apartments. They won
" thave to take care of a large house.
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