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[0 O The Internet is a network. It consists of thousands of computer networks run by private businesses and
educational and research institutions. It is actually better thought of as a set of protocols that lets various types of
networks “inter-communicate”. This protocol, called TCP/IP, helps communications between public and private
networks running over telephone lines, tradi- tional network lines, and even cable television wires and wireless
systems. It also runs across per- sonal computers.[J [I Across the Internet, users can share information, discuss
topics of common interest, research various subjects, or conduct commerce. Commercial use of the Internet is
certain to develop very fast in the years to come. Companies are looking for ways to reach the increasing number of
users online so as to expand their business.[1 [1 To be connected to the Internet, a company or organization creates
a local network. It then pays an Internet Service Provider for a link from that network to the Internet. An individual
at home can also link his or her computer to the Internet through an Internet Service Provider such as Sohu. When
connected, an individual can communicate with any other person on the Internet, even if that person lives very far
away.l [J There are as many as 40 million people on the Internet today. And the number is growing at 10 to 15
percent per month. Today, the Internet covers all developed countries and most developing countries. While more
than 50 percent of current Internet users are in companies or organizations, the number of home users is growing
quickly.
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