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[0 O She knows every nook and cranny in and around Cairo-no easy feat[] Cairo with its complex system of streets
and lanes its quarters and markets is like a labyrinth invented by ancient storytellersC] Hundreds of
mosques-many of which are masterpieces of Islamic architecturel] old neighborhoods with houses boxed together
[ huge apartment buildings on the outskirts and the Nile calmly running through it all are part of this
overcrowded city.[J [0 With a mild sense of humor around a deep core of understanding of human natured

Nagat takes control of my sightseeing schedule Every morning punctually at nine oclockd I can depend on
seeing her short[J solid frame outside the hotel lobby[ her round face turning into a big smile as soon as she sees
me coming down the stairsC] Most every day[] she wears an earth tone-colored Jellaball Her movements are
energetic and she doesn’ t waste any time. Her determined approach seems to have grown on a bed of economy
[J on the necessity to get as much done as she possibly canJ [0 [J What becomes clear to me soon as she drives me
from museum to pyramidJ from one part oftown to the oppositel] is this(J she is a true exception here

[ Wherever we stopl] be it for a cup of tea during a break or upon arriving at a historical site where her male
colleagues gatherintheparkingarea-everywherel] sheisbeingnoticedl] Menwalkuptoherinthecar with questioning
faces As she tells mel they all have one question first of alll] “* Are you a taxi driver(]

" She then explains in a few short sentences[J and | see the men’ s faces softenl] smile and respectfully and kindly
chat with herJ This scene repeats itself over and over agam.| get the sense that she invites goodwill from the people
she meetsl] O O Nagat is proud and independentd One day] as | find her waiting ouside a museum(] she is just
taking a spare tire out of the trunk of the taxil] One of the bald tires had finally gone flat[] and she was going to
change it hersdf[J Several curious people gather around her and she receires offers ofhelp-but noJ she wants no
part ofthat[] In her efficient[] deliberate manner.she changes the tire[] and having done so[J washes her hands
with bottled water[] getsinthetaxiandasks* Wheretonow[]

” [0 O Should you find yourself at Cairo[] s airport[] look for Nagat outside the international arrival hallC] If you
are lucky you will have a chance to see Cairo through the eyes of awoman taxi driver(]
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