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[0 O 5. In Japan, by contrast, the vast majority of people share the same language, history, and culture. Perhaps for
this reason, the education system there reflects a belief in group goals and traditions rather than individualism,
Japanese schoolchildren often work together and help one another on assignments. In the classroom, the teacher is
the main source of knowledge. He or she lectures, and the students listen. There is not much discussion; instead,
the students recite rules or information that they have memorized(d [ 6. The advantage of the education system in
Japan is that students there learn the social skill of cooperation. Another advantage is that they learn much more
math and science than most American students. They also study more hours each day and more days each year
than their North American counterparts do. The system is demanding, but it prepares children for a society that
values discipline and selfcontrol. There are, however, disadvantages. For one thing, many students say that after an
exam, they forget much of information they memorized. For another,the extremely demanding system puts
enormous psychological pressure on students,and is considered a primary factor in the high suicide rate among
Japanese schoolage childrent] O 7. The advantage of the education system in North America, on the other hand,is
that students learn to think for themselves. They learn to take the initiative-to make decisions and take action
without someone telling them what to do. The system prepares them for a society that values creative ideas and
individual responsibility. There are drawbacks, however. Among other things, American high school graduates
havent studied as many basic rules and facts as students in other countries have. And many social critics attribute
the high crime rate in the U.S. at least partially to a lack of discipline in the schools.
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