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We wish to thank all those who have given us consistent help,, encouragement and advice, among whom are
Professor Qin Xiubai, Professor Guo Jieke and Mr. Yin Honghui of South China University of Technology and
Professor Li Li and Professor Xiang Xueqin of Southwest China Normal University. We are grateful to the
postgraduates and MA students of the School of Foreign Languages, Southwest China Normal University, who
have been the target population for the materials now in book form. Without their patience and comments, many
of the pitfalls of the book would have still remained, and this handbook would have never come to fruition. We are
especially indebted to Professor Qin Xiubai, who has read the final draft carefully and meticulously and has made
valuable suggestions and numerous corrections. Professor John Hasselberg of the College of St. Benedict/St. John's
University near St. Cloud, Minnesota, has read the final draft to ensure the language is idiomatic. We would also
like to thank Ms Xu Yanmei of Higher Education Press for the tremendous work she has done to ensure the
publication of the book.
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