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Unit Oned Anthropology:The Evolution of Human Endeavor
Chapter 100 [0 Anthropology:The Study of Human Beings and Their
Creations

Chapter 20 [0 The Concept of Culture:Understanding One Another
Unit Twoll History:The Passing of Time and Civilizations

Chapter 300 [0 The Egyptian Pyramids:Houses of Eternity

Chapter 400 [0 The First Emperor of China:Building an Empire and a
House of Eternity

Unit Threed Sociology:Women[dJ Men[] and Changing Roles
Chapter 500 [0 The Womens Movement:From liberation to Feminism
Chapter 61 [1 The Mens Movement:What Does It Mean to Be a Man?
Unit FourD Communication:The Influence of language] Culture[] and
Gender

Chapter 700 [0 Classroom Communication:language and Culture in the
Classroom

Chapter 800 [0 Gender and Communication:Male-Female Conversation as
Cross-cultural Communication

Unit FivelD Biology:Understanding Genetics to Genetic

Engineering

Chapter 90 [0 The Origins of Genetics:Mendel and the Garden Pea
Experiment

Chapter 1000 Genetic Engineering in the Biotech Century:Playing It
Smart or Playing Roulette with Mother Natures Designs?

Glossary
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[0 O By Caryl RiversCI Happy Fathers Day, Men of America. Are you the Sensitive Male, the Post-SensitiveMale,
the Involved Dad, the Macho Man, the Neo-wimp or the Terminator[]

Confused about the crisis of masculinity in con-temporary society[]

Do you fail to recognize yourselfin all the images of manhood bandied about, fromthe shirtless sex symbol in the
Diet Coke ad to theangst-ridden family men in re-runs of "Thirtysome-thing" to the cheerless killing machines of
theaction-adventure flicks[J

Do you long for the good old days, when menwere men and guys didnt have to worry aboutwho——or what—
—they werel]

It may be some consolation to know this confu-sion is nothing new. The crisis of masculinity is nota novel
historical phenomenon, created by thewomens movement or economic downsizing ormodern urban life. In fact,
the crisis of masculinity is as American asapple pie. Teddy Roosevelt worried about it. So didHenry James. One can
Imagine Natty Bumpo, sitting on a log inhis deerskins, wondering whether the Iroquois hadthe manhood thing
right, and if he had to scurry tocatch up. Every historical era, in fact, seems to have beenconflicted over the correct
definition of manhood——-and whatever it was, people were sure men didnthave enough of it. In the late 19th
century, it was the closing of thefrontier that was bemoaned as signaling the end ofmanhood. Historian Frederick
Jackson Turner notedthat the "dominant fact of American life has beenexpansion."lJ People worried that the end
of the frontier wouldmean the end of the idea of the unfettered Americanman, able to push west, to cut down trees,
to moveelsewhere if things didnt work out where he was——to pull up stakes and move again. Industrialization
and the great migration fromfarm to city were also altering mens relations totheir work.[0 Before the Civil War,
Rutgers sociologist MichaelKimmel points out, 88 percent of American maleswere small farmers or independent
artisans or smallbusinessmen. But by 1910, less than one-third of allmen were self-employed.[] Manhood was
vanishing, critics wrote, as menbecame mere cogs in urban machines, no longerhaving control over their labor.

[ Cities represented "civilization, confinement andfemale efforts to domesticate the world," as one 19thcentury
critic put it. Cities came to represent culture, which wasequated with femininity to the point that
intellectualachievement was seen to be unmasculine [ a view-point not unfamiliar todayd .[0 The Boy Scouts
were founded in 1911 in large de-gree because of a worry about the "feminization" ofyoung boys who spent their
days in the female worldof school.[T It was against this backdrop that Teddy Rooseveltshypermasculinity——nhis
image of Rough Riders charg-ing up San Juan Hill, of constant, feverish activity——strode onto the world stage. It
wasnt secure manhoodthat the Rough Riders represented, but the anxiety ofthe time about what men were, or
ought to be. World War | represented another crisis for themale image; Americans were shocked when nearlyhalf
the recruits were physically or mentally disqual-ified for military service. "In these and other ways,"writes Joseph
Pleck, an authority on mens issues,"American men in the 19th and 20th centuries werehaving trouble meeting male
demands."[J Political democracy and the influx of immigrantswere also reducing the idea of free and
independentAmerican manhood. In the cities, the rows of tene-ments that housed immigrants with their alien
tonguesand cramped lives were seen as sapping the vitality oftraditional manhood.[J The result was a cult of
anti-modernism in whichmen looked to the past for male-warrior role mod-els-to medieval knights, Oriental
knights and theDeerslayer.
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