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[0 O UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol [0 Over a decade ago, most countries joined an international treaty —— the
United NationsFramework Convention on Climate Change [0 UNFCCCL —— to begin to consider whatcan be

done to reduce global warming and to cope with whatever temperature increasesare inevitable. Recently, a number
of nations have approved an addition to the treaty:the Kyoto Protocol, which has more powerful 0 and legally
bindingd measures. TheUNFCCC secretariat supports all institutions involved in the climate change
process,particularly the COP, the subsidiary bodies and their Bureau. The Kyoto Protocol, aninternational and
legally binding agreement to reduce greenhouse gases emissionsworld wide, entered into force on 16 February
2005.The Middle East[] [1 The Middle East is a region loosely defined by geography and culture. It is locatedin
southwestern Asia and northeastern Africa. It has been called the "cradle ofcivilization," The first civilizations of the
Middle East, which grew in the valleys of theNile, Tigris, and Euphrates rivers, are among the oldest in the world.
Alphabets, lawcodes, and cities all began in the Middle East, as did the worlds three greatmonotheistic religions,
Judaism [ 13th century BCO , Christianity O 1st century to 4thcentury ADCI and Islam O 7th century ADO . Of
the three, Islam continues to mark theregion most profoundly. More than 90 percent of the people of the Middle
East areMuslims.
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