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In 1955, or more than fifty years ago, over thirty Chinese young students with warmth and enthusiasm of
doingworthy deeds in the service of our motherland made light of traveling thousands of miles to go to Prague
andstarted our overseas study lasting as long as six years, without knowing even a single Czech word.Firstly, we
studied Czech for one year, and then started our five-year university life. My Czech was taughtthrough Russian,
and for some of my classmates, their Czech was taught through English.The six-year study was intense, pleasant
and interesting. The Czech teachers and professors were very kind tous. They provided us with a good education.
What we learned and saw during our six-year stay in Europe'scultural heartland greatly benefited us and made us
never forget. Meanwhile, we made a lot of friends includingboth Czechoslovak friends and those from other
countries. As a young man from Yan'an old revolutionarybase, I first time had the world in my view, and this
became a delightful memory and was always engraved onmy mind.There was a good tradition among the Chinese
students in former Czechoslovakia: making an appointment toget together annually. During their lifetime,
Comrade Cao Ying, the former Chinese Ambassador toCzechoslovakia, and his wife Chen Weiging invited us to
their home every year. All of us felt happy andharmonious. Since the "Cultural Revolution™ in particular, our
get-togethers have become regular practiceswithout fail. Time passed by and years were just like melodies. The
former energetic boys and girls have long become grey-haired. Although we are over seventy years old, our annual
party, at which we inquire after each other’ s well-being, recall the past and talk about the present, remains
unchanged. The years flew, and many things changed,but the past events are still clear and vivid in our memory.
The university life of those years in Prague is ourregular topic of conversation. And we always cherish the memory
of the frtendship between the Chinese andCzechoslovakian people with deep affection. It is precisely these
unforgettable feelings and thoughts that enabled me to keep my study notes during my stayat the College of
Mathematics and Physics, Charles University. But due to the changes in the process of fiftyyears and the journey
from very distant lands, these notes had to go through the repeated damages. Now onlypart of them could be well
preserved. For example, the classroom notes on philosophy and selections fromCzech grammar, which | like very
much, as well as the notes on chemistry, economics and machinery, etc. werelost. Just those on mathematics and
physics can be partly kept. The greater part of these notes were taken inthe classroom, and the rest were the reading
notes.In addition, there were no textbooks in Chinese at that time, my study notes both in and outside class
weretaken either in Czech or in Russian. Only a part of my notes were taken in Chinese in 1957 and were

longer. They were lecture notes on analytic geometry for helping the Chinese freshmen of 1956 in Czechoslovakia
tomake up their missed lessons. Instead of being clear, the handwriting of this part of notes was rather sloppy
bycomparison. The rest of my notes were all the study notes.Recently | found out the notes. Although they
experienced fifty years of great changes and mobility, theirhandwriting is still sharp enough to identify. They are a
historical account of our study and life in the remotepast. The errors in them can hardly be avoided, but anyway
this is a memory of the past, a feeling that we finddifficult to part with.In recent years, some veteran cadres have
more than once suggested printing them. It is hard to turn down theoffer made with such warm-heartedness. Now
we would like to photocopy the notes here according to theiroriginal appearance, so as to express our thinking of
Czechoslovakian teachers and our respect for them, andto make the notes a historical record of the study and life of
overseas Chinese students in those years.
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