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Unit One: IntroductionWhat Is Literature? Why Should We Study Literature?Unit Two: Fiction (1)What Is
Fiction?Elements of FictionUnit Three: Fiction (2) Thomas Hardy: The Return of the NativeUnit Four: Fiction
(3)Charles Dickens: Hard TimesUnit Five: Fiction (4)Nathaniel Hawthorne: Young Goodman BrownUnit Six:
Fiction (5)William Faulkner: A Rose for EmilyUnit Seven: Poetry (1)What Is Poetry?The Origin and Development
of PoetryElements of PoetryUnit Eight: Poetry (2)William Shakespeare: Sonnet 18Ben Jonson: TO CeliaUnit Nine:
Poetry (3)John Keats: On the Grasshopper and the Cricket; To AutumnEdgar Allan Poe: Annabel LeeUnit Ten:
Poetry (4)Robert Frost: The Road Not Taken; Stopping by Woods on a Snowing EveningPercy Bysshe Shelley:
Ode to the West WindUnit Eleven: Drama (1)What Is Drama?The Origin and Development of DramaElements of
DramaUnit Twelve: Drama (2)William Shakespeare: HamletUnit Thirteen: Drama (3)Ben Jonson: VVolpone the
FoxUnit Fourteen: Drama (4)Arthur Miller: Death of a SalesmanUnit Fifteen: Drama (5) Tennessee Williams: The
Glass MenagerieUnit Sixteen: Critical Approaches to Literature
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O O O A plot in awork of fiction is the plan, design, arrangement and organization of interrelated events and
characters in such a way as to induce curiosity and suspense in the reader. It is an intellectual formulation about the
relations among the incidents and is, therefore, a guiding principle for the author and an ordering control for the
reader.The discussion of plot began in Aristotle's Poetics. Aristotle considered plot as one of the six elements in
tragedy, the others being characters, verbal expression, thought, visual adornment, and song-composition. It is to
him the most important of these six elements. It is the "first principle” and "the soul of a tragedy". It is the governing
principle of development and coherence to which other elements must be subordinated. Aristotle insisted that a
plot should have a beginning, a middle and an end, and that its events should form a coherent whole.A complete
plot usually comprises such phases as exposition, conflict, climax, and denouement."Exposition” provides the
essential background information the reader needs to make sense of the situation in which the characters are placed
and the actions take place. It usually introduces the characters and the conflicts, or at least the potential for
conflict."Conflict" is the tension between characters, or the actual opposition of characters. It may be the
confrontation of actions, ideas, desires, or wills. It is the basic opposition that builds the suspense and engages the
reader’s expectation."Climax" is the moment at which a crisis is reached and resolution achieved. It is the most
dramatic and revealing moment, usually the turning point of the plot, direcdy precipitating its resolution.
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