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(0 O In the United States, 80% of fire fatalities occur in house fires, but the mediatends to cover spectacular fires
such as raging forest fires and fires in publicplaces like hotels. Deadly house fires typically start as cooking fires in
the kitchenor in a bedroom where someone has been smoking. Sometimes house fires startas electric fires, often the
result of people overloading electric circuits or usingbroken equipment. Once fires get started, they develop very
quickly and there islimited time to escape. Consequently, most victims of house fires are killed bycarbon monoxide
poisoning or by inhaling smoke.[] [0 Each year, during the national Fire Prevention Week, fire departments andthe
Red Cross tell people to review safety conditions in their homes. In particular,they urge families to have an escape
plan that everyone knows about. They alsoencourage people to buy and learn to use fire extinguishers and smoke
detectors.[] [J In an office or a hotel, fire prevention and procedures are somewhat betterorganized. Companies
usually have fire plans and hold fire drills. Hotels arerequired to post maps of floor plans and escape routes on the
back of doors.These signs often give additional information such as warnings not to use eleva-tors or open
windows to balconies. They also make suggestions for preventingsmoke inhalation. Guests should familiarize
themselves when they first arrive,not wait until there is an emergency.
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