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[0 O Over the past one hundred years[] the role and concept of marketing as a business In the simple trade eral]
&ldquo;producers&rdquo; were typically rural families who might have specialized in one or more types of goods.
Often these goods were farm crops or livestock but they could be craftsmanship using simple hand-powered tools.
Surplus was sold or bartered to local middlemen] who in turn found more distant customers for their collected
products for sale. This eral] in Western Society[d lasted for many hundreds of years. Moreover[] the
&ldquo;middlemen&rdquo; during this era might have far-flung operations. For exampled the merchants of the
city states of Renaissance Italy[] particularly VeniceD who imported goods from Indiall Chinald and Southeast
Asial] were in essence very successful middlemen operating in the simple trade era.
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