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[0 O Margaret Thatchers fondness fora fortifying glass of whisky is wellknown. But her former personalassistant
claimed that at times of crisisthe former prime minister drankthrough the night. Cynthia Crawfordalso revealed in a
documentary thather boss. whose energy and needfor just a few hours sleep a night islegendary, used to have
vitamin B12rejections to sustain her. Crawford recalls a night of drinkingin Paris in November 1990 when
MrsThatcher learned that she hadsecured only a tight win in the firstround of the party leadership contestwhich
would finish her premiership.Mrs Crawford said(] "She came back from a dinner wornout. But then we sat up all
nightdrinking. She spoke about her wholelifed] childhood, her father, everything.We never went to bed." During
the Falklands crisisC] Malvinas Warl(1 , the Iron Lady alsoturned to drink, according to MrsCrawford. "We would
sit on her floorat night and by the end of theFalklands crisis. 1d become hookedon whisky and soda.” Mrs
Crawford also said the PrimeMinister was given injections of B12.the structure of which was discoveredby a teacher
of Lady Thatchers atOxford, Dorothy Hodgkin. Accordingto her former aide. Mrs Thatcher had ashot of the
vitamin on the morning shetold her cabinet she was going to resign.
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