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[0 O The texts of plays indicate the different functions they served at different times. Someplays embraced nearly
the whole community in a specifically religious celebration] aswhen all the male citizens of a Greek city-state
came together to honour their gods; orwhen the annual Feast of Corpus Christi was celebrated with the great
medieval Christianmystery cycles. On the other handJ the ceremonious temple ritual of the early No dramaof
Japan was performed at religious festivals only for the feudal aristocracy. But thedrama may also serve a more
directly didactic purposed as did the morality plays of thelater Middle AgesC] some 19th-century melodramas(]
and the 20th-century discussion playsof George Bernard Shaw and Bertolt Brecht. Plays can satirize society[] or
they can gentlyilluminate human weakness; they can divine the greatness and the limitations of man intragedy[] or
(0 in modern naturalistic playwritingl] probe his mind. Drama is the most wide-ranging of all the arts(] it not
only represents life but also is a way of seeing it. And itrepeatedly proves Dr. Samuel Johnsons contention that there
can be no certain limit tothe modes of composition open to the dramatist.
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