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0000 OO O You rely on what everyone knows and what "just makes sense.” For example, it "just makes sense™
that murder rates are higher in nations that do not have a deathpenalty, because people are less likely to kill if they
face execution for doing so. Thisand other widely held commonsense beliefs, such as that poor youth are more
likely tocommit deviant acts than those from the middle class or that most Catholics do not usebirth control, are
false. Common sense is valuable in daily living, but it can allow logical fallacies to slip intoyour thinking. For
example, the "gambler’s fallacy" says: "If | have a long string of lossesplaying a lottery, the next time | play, my
chances of winning will be better." In termsof probability and the facts, this is false. Also, common sense contains
contradictoryideas that go unnoticed because people use the ideas at different times - for example,"opposites
attract" and "birds of a feather flock together.” Common sense can originatein tradition. It is useful and sometimes
correct, but it also contains errors, misinformation,contradiction, and prejudice.
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