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0000 0O O O We shall now turn to this time honored verb *to have' in Chinese, focusing on thearchaic period.
While the most common usage of [ in the past 3000 odd years is toexpress the notion of possession and existence,
we encounter some unusual usage of thisverb in the earliest extant documents of Chinese. With a new approach
that integrates thestudy of grammar in the perspectives of time and spacecombining examination ofdocuments
since the earliest antiquity with the array of modern dialects in synchronicand diaehronic perspectives, we hope to
throw some light on the evolution of thefunctions of in a systematic schema.We shall begin with two major
problems: the graphic origin of and theinterpretation of the unusual usage of in the archaic period.
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