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[0 O Before you start] 1-3001 Where do you think the compass was invented[] and when[]

Why was having a compassso important and how did it change the world[]

Talk to fl friend and share what you knowabout compasses[] then read the first passage.Readingd] 1[0 The
compass 1107 In the very early days of sea transport[] few sailors ventured out of sight ofland]

There were two main reasons for this.FirstC] many of them were afraidthat they might fall off the edge of the
world.Many people believed thatthe world was flatd rather like a plate[] and that if a shiP went too far it wouldfall
off the edge and would be lost for ever.The second reason was thatalthough they could normallY see the Sun(J the
stars or the Moon they oftenhad little idea of where they were going if the sky was very cloudy and ifthey were out
of sight of land.Two thousand five hundred years ago in Chinall people had already masteredmethods of smelting
iron and making iron tools[]

Their contact with iron oreand iron helped them to discover the magnetic properties of the metal. There is a story
[0 which may of course not be completely truel] that a gate ofthe Qin dynasty palace was made of a piece of stone
that contained a largeamount of iron ore.If soldiers secretly carrying weapons or armour tried toenter the gate

[ their weapons or their armour would become stuck to thegate and they would be unable to enter.Magnetic
stones were often described in thepast as“ south pointers” and travellers on landwould sometimes use them tO
find their way. Two thousand years ago[] du ring the WarringStates Period.travellers used a spoon-shapedpointer
where the handle always pointed tothe south.The spoon-shaped stone would beplaced on a plate with a very
smooth surfaceso that the base Of the spoon could rotatesmoothly al3d come to rest pointing south..
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