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[0 O O Note the words population and sample in the definition of inferential statistics. We often make reference to
the population living in the United States or the 1.31 billion population of China. However, in statistics the word
population has a broader meaning. A population may consist of individuals——such as all the students enrolled at
Utah State University, all the students in Accounting 201, or all the CEOs from the Fortune 500 companies. A
population may also consist of objects, such as all the Cobra G/T tires produced at Cooper Tire and Rubber
Company in the Findlay, Ohio, plant; the accounts receivable at the end of Octo- ber for Lorrange Plastics, Inc.; or
auto claims filed in the first quarter of 2006 at the Northeast Regional Office of State Farm Insurance. The
measurement of inter- est might be the scores on the first examination of all students in Accounting 201, the tread
wear of the Cooper Tires, the dollar amount of Lorrange Plastics's accounts receivable, or the amount of auto
insurance claims at State Farm. Thus, a population in the statistical sense does not always refer to people.
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