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000 0O 0O O O Maskus looked at U.S. data on factor endowments. He also used the U.S. input-output table
tcalculate the factor intensities of the goods the United States trades.What he found was largely contradictory of the
strictest predictions of the HOmodel. For instance, according to 1958 factor endowment data, the United Stateswas
most abundant in physical capital, with skilled labor next, and unskilled laborthe scarcest factor. Data on factor
intensities revealed, however, that exports weremost intensive in unskilled labor, followed by skilled labor, and least
intensive inphysical capital. Similar results were obtained when 1972 data were examined. The study by Bowen et al.
also reached similar conclusions, but for a larger set ofcountries. These authors went on to examine the issue of why
their tests may havefailed to verify the HO model. They considered the possibilities that consumptionpatterns
and/or technologies may differ across countries. They also considered the possibility that the data they were
working with contained substantial errors in mea-surement. In the end, they concluded that the poor performance
of the HO model intheir tests may have been due to data problems as well as the apparent unrealisticassumption
that U.S. input-output tables could be used to describe the technologiesemployed in other countries of the world.
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