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[0 O The criteria of functional performance and ecological fitness can be judged with a grea- ter degree of
objectivity than aesthetic value. That isC] there is more likely to be disagree-ment on aesthetic criteria because
opinions about what is visually appropriate and attractive vary enormously. This is the case not only when we
consider different peoples opinions[] but one person~~s taste may vary markedly during their lifetime or even
from day to day ac-cording to their mood. When assessing the aesthetic success of a planting scheme the desig-ner
should certainly ask "Do | like it[]

"andO ifsod "WhyO

"orld] if notd "Why not[]

" Butif we are to give full and systematic answers to the questions of aesthetics we need to de-velop an
understanding of the aesthetic characteristics of plants and the effects of thesewhen they are combined in planting
composition.Od [ In addition to a personal analysis of the aesthetics of planting it is essential for the de-signer to
ask "Does the client like it[]

" [0 thatisl] does it satisfy the person or persons com-missioning the work[J

[J and "Do the users like it[]

" The taste of the client and other users ofa landscape may be different from that of a trained designer and it is
essefltial to under-stand and provide for their various preferences and needs. As designers we may have astrongly
individual style and firm opinions about aesthetics but if we do not achieve plant-ing which is appreciated and
enjoyed by the client and the users we are simply not doingour job.
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