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[0 O professional attainment[] than their parentsC] UCLA sociologist Edward Telles has found that thegains dont
continue. Indeed the fourth generation is marginally worse off than the third. JamesJacksond of the University
of Michigan has found a similar trend among black Caribbeanimmigrants. Tells fears that Mexican-Americans
may be fated to follow in the footsteps of American blacks-that large parts of the community may become mired [
O O O inaseeminglypermanent state of poverty and underachievement. Like African-Americans(]
Mexican-Americansare increasingly relegated to [0 00 O O segregatedd substandard schoolsC] and their dropout
rate isthe highest for any ethnic group in the country.[0 O We have learned much about the foolish idea of
excluding people on the presumption of theethnic/racial inferiority. But what we have not yet learned is how to
make the process ofAmericanization work for all. I am not talking about requiting people to learn English or to
adoptAmerican ways[] those things happen pretty much on their own[J but as arguments aboutimmigration hear
up the campaign traill] we also ought to ask some broader question aboutassimilation[J about how to ensure that
people] once outsiders[] dont forever remain marginalizedwithin these shores.(J [J That is a much larger
question than what should happen with undocumented workers[] orhow best to secure the border] and it is one
that affects not only newcomers but groups that havebeen here for generations. It will have more impact on our
future than where we decide to set theadmissions bar for the latest wave of would-be Americans. And it would be
nice if we finally gotthe answer tight.
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