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[0 O An explanatory critique has practical, moral, and political implications in itself, because it can differ from the
prevailing beliefs. The explanation simultaneously explains (or tells why events occur) and critiques (or points out
discrepancies, reveals myths,or identifies contradictions).[J [1 The rendering of social conditions in an explanatory
critique often will enlighten and help to emancipate people. As the explanation reveals aspects of reality beyond the
surface level, people are awakened to the underlying structures of society. As it reveals deep causal mechanisms,
people learn how to change those structures. In this way, the explanations are critiques that show a pathway for
taking action and achieving change.(J O 7. How does one determine whether an explanation is true or false ?[]

(I PSS deduces hypotheses, tests hypotheses with replicated observations, and then combines results to confirm
causal laws. ISS asks whether the meaning system d rules of behavior make sense: to those being studied. CSS tests
theory by accurately describing conditions generated by underlying structures and then by applying that
knowledge to change social relations. A CSS theory teaches people about their own experiences, helps them
understand their historical role, and can be used to improve conditions.[] {1 CSS theory informs practical action
and is modified on the basis of its use. A CSS theory grows and interacts with the world it seeks to explain. Because
CSS tries to explain and change the world by penetrating hidden structures that are in flux, the test of an
explanation is not static. Testing theory is a dynamic,ongoing process of applying theory and modifying

it. Knowledge grows by an ongoing process of eroding ignorance and enlarging insights through action.lJ O CSS
separates good from bad theory by putting the theory into practice and uses the outcome of these applications to
reformulate theory. Praxis means that explanations are valued when they help people understand the world and to
take action that changes it. As Sayer (1992:13) argued, "Knowledge is primarily gained through activity both in
attempting to change our environment (through labor or work) and through interaction with other people."[]

[ Critical praxis eliminates the division between the researcher and those being researched, the distinction between
science and everyday life. For example, a critical researcher develops an explanation for housing discrimination. He
or she tests the explanation by using it to try to change conditions. If the explanation says that underlying economic
relations cause discrimination and that landlords refuse to rent to minorities because it is profitable to rent only to
nonminorities, then political actions that make it profitable to rent to minorities should change the landlords
behavior. By contrast, if the explanation says that an underlying racial hatred causes landlords to discriminate, then
actions based on profit will be unsuccessful. The critical researcher would the examine race hatred as the basis of
landlord behavior through new studies combined with new political action.] [1 8. What does good evidence or
factual information look like ?[J [0 PSS assumes that there are incontestable neutral facts on Which all rational
people agree. Its dualist doctrine says that social facts are like objects.They exist separate from Values or theories.
ISS sees the social world as made up of created meaning,with people creating and negotiating meanings. It rejects
positivisms dualism, but it substitutes an emphasis on the subjective. Evidence is whatever resides in the subjective
understandings of those involved. The critical approach bridges the objectsubject gap. It says that the facts of
material condi-] [ tions exist independent of subjective perceptions,but that facts are not theory neutral. Instead,
facts require an interpretation from within a framework of values, theory, and meaning.
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