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O O O Where is the WIMP interface forced to go far beyond thedesktop metaphor[]

Most notably in two respects: menus andone-handedness. When working withL a real desktop, one doesactions to
documents, rather than telling someone or somethingto do them. And when one does tell someone to do an
action,one usually generates, rather than selects, the oral or writtenimperative verb commands: "Please file this."
"Please find theearlier correspondence.” "Please send this to Mary to handle.” Alas, the reliable interpretation of
free-form generated En-glish commands is beyond the present state of the art, whethercommands are written or
spoken. So the interface designerswere two steps removed from direct user action on documents. They wisely
picked up from the usual desktop its one exampleof command selection——the printed buck slip, on which the
userselects from among a constrained menu of commands whose se-mantics are standardized. This idea they
extended to a horizon-tal menu of vertical pull-down submenus.Command utterances and the two-cursor
problem. Com-mands are imperative sentences; they always have a verb andusually have a direct object. For atly
action, one needs to specifya verb and a noun.
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