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[0 O Once upon a time, there was a clever stick. Ever since he had[ [ fallen off the tree, he had been smart . He
would sit in the sand[] [0 and think up all kinds of clever things.(] He would float down the[ [0 stream, making up
poetry.[1 He would listen to the singing of the[d O birds, and wonder what made it so beautiful.[] [J But the poor
stick had one problem. He couldnt speak. So he[d [0 couldnt share his thoughts with any other creatures. When he
sawl O chipmunks2 gather-ing food, he wanted to say, "I know a better way[J [J for you to gather nuts. " But he
remained silent.C]1 Who would [ believe a stick, anyway? When he came across[] a frog writing all [ poem, he
wanted to offer a simile or two.[J But he couldnt. Andd [ when he came across a wild rose growing in the bush,
he longed toJ O tell her how beautiful she was. But alas, he could not.[] [T One bright day, as the stick approached
the meadow, he tried[] [ to say hello by bowing deeply, but he tripped on a pebble, and [ fell flat on his face.
The field erup-ted with laughter. "What al] [J clumsy stick!" buzzed the insects. The clever stick did not feel(J [ so
clever anymore. He dragged himself all thewayhome. 0 O O OO OO0 000 OO OO
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