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Chapter One Introduction 1.1 Research background 1.2 Significance of the present study 1.3 Organization of
the bookChapter Two Acquisitional Issues in Interlanguage Pragmatics[] 2.1 Pragmatic competenceld] [1 2.1.1
Communicative competencel] [1 2.1.2 A working definition of pragmatic competene,[] 2.2 The definition and
scope of Interlanguage Pragmatics (ILP)[J 2.3 The theoretical perspectives of L2 pragmatic acquisition [0 2.3.1
Cognitive processing] [0 2.3.2 Relevance theory (RT)[ [0 2.3.3 The complexification hypothesisC] 2.4 Factors
influencing L2 pragmatic acquisitiond [ 2.4.1 Classroom instructiond [ 2.4.2 Pragmatic transfer(] (1 2.4.3
Grammatical competenceld 2.5 Methodology in doing acquisitional research  2.5.1 Developmental research
designst] [ 2.5.2 Data collection instrumentsl] 2.6 SummaryChapter Three Studies on the Speech Act of
Requests[] 3.1 Definition and taxonomy of requests] [0 3.1.1 Defining requestsC] [1 3.1.2 A taxonomy of
requests] 3.2 Illocutionary aspects of requestsl] [ 3.2.1 Request strategies(] [1 3.2.2 Internal modification (IM)
[0 00 3.2.3 External modification (EM)0 3.3 Studies on the speech act of requests(] [1 3.3.1 Cross-cultural
research on requests] [1 3.3.2 Developmental research on requestsC] [1 3.3.3 Studies on requests by Chinese
researchers] 3.4 SummaryChapter Four Research DesignlJ 4.1 Research questions] 4.2 InformantsC] 0 4.2.1
Criteria in selecting informantst [J 4.2.2 Learner informantsC] [J 4.2.3 Native informants(] 4.3 Research
instrumentsC] [0 4.3.1 Background questionnaire[] [1 4.3.2 Developing request scenariosl] [1 4.3.3 The
production questionnaire and sociopragmatic assessment questionnaire 4.4 Data collection [ [J Chapter Five
Data Analysis and DiscussionChapter Six The Role of Instruction in L2 PragmaticReferencesAppendix 1
Questionnaire for Chinese learnersAppendix 2 Questionnaire for Chinese native speakersAppendix 3
Questionnaire for English native speakers
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[0 O Motivated by an acquisitional approach to interlanguge re- searchd the present study meets the need for
developmental re- search of Interlanguge Pragmatics and the need for exploration into learners of English with
different L1 backgrounds(] in parti- cularl] Chinesel[] thus enriching the bulk of research in the field of both SLA
and pragmatics.Thus far[] a large number of Interlan- guage Pragmatics studies have primarily focused on the
compari- son of the realization patterns of requests in two languages] e.g.[] Blum-Kulka Olshtain[J] 1986

0 Blum-Kulka[ et al(J 198900 Car- cial] 199300 Hill(J 19970 Hassall(d 20030 Byon[1 20040 rather than ex-
ploring the various factors influencing pragmatic developmentd e.g.0J L1 transfer(] input instruction .So is the
case in China.For examplel[] substantial cross-cultural studies deal with the similari- ties and differences between
Chinese and English realization pat- terns of requestsl] the universality of politeness phenomenal] the social
factors influencing the performance of requestst] the prag- matic failures found in inter-cultural communication
0 including requestsl] [0 and so on.However[ few studies have explored how Chinese learners acquire English
pragmatic knowledge.
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