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(0 O It is a special pleasure for me to join you today, and to receive an honorary degree from this distinguished
institution of higher learning. The unique bonds between the United Nations and Seton Halls School of Diplomacy
and International Relations date back to the founding of the School and the partnership role that UNA-USA
played in that process. As you heard earlier, we are lucky to have Bill Lewis here with us, a great leader of the
UNA-USA. They are being renewed today by the Schools visionary decision to accept the role of coordinating
secretariat for the Year of Dialogue among Civilizations.[J O | am grateful that the School of Diplomacy has agreed
to support the work of my Personal Representative for the Dialogue among Civilizations, Giandomenico Picco. He
has informed me of the important contribution that the School, under the leadership of Ambassador
Constantinou, has made.[] [0 Today, I wish to share some thoughts with you on the Dialogue among Civilizations,
and how I believe the idea of such a dialogue is rooted in the fundamental values that the United Nations has
sought to advance over half a century.J [0 The dialogue among civilizations should be held at Seton Hall, and it
should be held at the United Nations, and wherever people of good will seek to bridge differences and advance
peace, drawing on the best of humanitys rich and diverse past to improve our common future. In that spirit, let me
thank you again for honouring me this evening.lJ O The eternally young spirit of America has been a source or
strength all of you bring forth today and has been a beacon of hope to the world. That optimism, faith, and
confidence in our country has made our country young.[l [J In my travels as speaker, | have met with presidents,
prime ministers, and kings. But what impressed and inspired me the most were my encounters with young people.
At a time when some world leaders question the value of constructive dialogue with our adversaries, young people
are engaged in their own international dialogue, on campuses and through email and instant messaging and blogs.
They are talking about their hopes for a brighter future —— of their desire for peace and prosperity.
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