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Yet, the idea of "getting the drop” on someone has never disappeared. It has found expression in other ways,
wherever competition turns up winners and losers—— in political and social life, and in business and sports. A
prizefighter, for instance, is successful if he can "beat his opponent to the punch” —— hit him first before being hit.
Likewise, a runner's chance of winning is better if he can "get the jump" on the others, be the first to move with the
starting signal. But he must do this without "jumping the gun" ——moving before the gun is fired to start the
race.The competition is just as strong in politics and in business and industry. A politician must be sharp and
careful if he wishes to continue in office. He must keep as teady eye on the voters who elected him to office. There is
always the chance that some opponents may get the drop on him taking away his supporters. And in business and
industry as we know it today, the struggle for success is perhaps more competitive than in times past. There are
more people involved; or gainzationsare larger and more complex. Some companies are always concerned over the
possibility that a competitor may get the drop on them in development of some new technique or business method.
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