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0 O O O Within the intimate environment of marriage and the constraints of society each couple creates itsunique
social organization. The couple must work out mutually satisfatory solutions to such crucialareas of potential
conflict as the division of labor; how the family decisions will be made or reached;the use of money ; the use of
leisure time; patterns of sexual behavior; whether to have children or notand if so, when; how the children will be
raised; the fair share of respect for each of the couple'sparents; the resolutions of conflicts; and the like. Needless to
say, couples vary in their ability toachieve satisfactory arrangements in these critical areas of married life.Of course,
couples always faced adjustments but the problems inherent in marriage are nowcompounded by a critical
difference —— the changing definitions of roles for men and women. In thepast, women and men entered into the
marriage relationship with an unquestioned set of roles andresponsibilities that each is duty-bound to fulfill. The
husband would work outside the home andprovide for the matetrial needs while the wife would take care of the
home, raise the children, andprovide for the emotional needs of the family members. He would achieve and she
would support.Power should be asymmetrical with the husband in charge. As Rubin said in 1983: "
She'dsubordinate her life to his, and wouldn't even notice it; her needs for achievement and mastery wouldbe met
vicariously through his accomplishments or those of the children. "
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