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0000 OO0 1. Japan'scovert moves to seize Diaoyu Dao In 1884, a Japanese man claimed that he first
landed on Diaoyu Dao and found the island to be uninhabited. The Japanese government then dispatched secret
facts-finding missions to Diaoyu Dao and attempted to invade and occupy the island. The above-mentioned plots
by Japan triggered China's alert. On September 6, 1885 (the 28th day of the seventh month of the 1 Ith year of the
reign of Emperor Guangxu of the Qing Dynasty), the Chinese newspaper Shen-pao (Shanghai News) reported:
"Recently, Japanese flags have been seen on the islands northeast to Taiwan, revealing Japan's intention to occupy
these islands." But the Japanese government did not dare to take any further action for fear of reaction from China.
After the secret facts-finding missions to Diaoyu Dao, the governor of Okinawa Prefecture sent a report in secrecy
to the Minister of Internal Affairs Yamagata Aritomo on September 22, 1885, saying that these uninhabited islands
were, in fact, the same Diaoyu Tai, Huangwei Yu and Chiwe Yu that were recorded in the Records of Messages
from Chong-shan (Zhong Shan Chuan Xin Lu) and known well to imperial title-conferring envoys of the Qing
court on their voyages to Ryukyu, and that he had doubts as to whether or not sovereignty markers should be set
up and therefore asked for instruction. The Minister of Internal Affairs Yamagata Aritomo solicited opinion from
the Foreign Minister Inoue Kaoru on October 9. Inoue Kaoru replied in a letter to Yamagata Aritomo on October
21, "At present, any open moves such as placing sovereignty markers are bound to alert the Qing imperial court.
Therefore, it is advisable not to go beyond field surveys and detailed reports on the shapes of the bays, land and
other resources for future development. In the meantime, we will wait for a better time to engage in such activities
as putting up sovereignty markers and embarking on development on the islands."
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