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When Xi Daguang held power in Sichuan his motherd Lady Zhu[l passed away[] He was about to bury her at
Blue Wall Mountain[] butafter the decision had been madel] he dreamed of two people whocame visiting] Their
steps were heavy and lumbering and their entirebodies were riddled with frightful sorest] “ The final resting place
of your good mother should be in WenPrefecture[1 ” they told himd * 'The nanle ofthe land is* Supreme
Profun-dity of the Xu Family’ and the plot is called® Facing North to Mt Geng’ [ YourLordshipmustgoand
requestitC] When the whole matter has been concludedd we would have you heal Our woundsC] ” Master Xi had
once lived in Yongjia and had been wanting toreturnJ Yethe had not come to any decision because of the great
distance[] Upon waking,he considered it all strange indeed and recorded it in hisnotebook[] He then prepared a
boat in which to go east[] He also tooktl1e cofin of his father to Wen Prefecturel] who had once been a
vicecensor-in-chief(] The day of the funeral was pressingl] yet in no way had they fixedthe location of the plot Xi
had called upon Zhang Zao of Xiaoshan toascertain the site when they all stopped ata mountain temple

O Hisnephew,Qilang] had gone to buy food at a farmhouse] The owner asked him where he was going and SO
he told him[
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Record of the Listener(rijian zhi)is a renowned zhiguai collecfionfrom the Song Dynasty written by Hong Mai
during his later years[] Recording stories of the strange circulated by word of mouth(J it is thelargest zhiguai
compilation of the Song period——originally comprising420 chaptersO Its rich content includes topics such as
gods and ghosts[] injustice and retribution] fantasy and the uncanny[ as well as regionalcustoms[] The Record
ofthe Listener has enjoyed a privileged place inChinese literary history] indeedJ] numerous vernacular short
stories anddramas have sought inspiration from its storylines[] It also preservesmuch precious research material on
daily life during the Song[] Nevertheless[] the value placed on quantity and minimal selectivityin the original work
led to an unwieldy rambling corpust For thisvolumelJ Professor Alister Inglis of Simmons Collegel] Boston
USAU[ has selected and translated a total of 113 stories which typify thecollection’ S overall nature[] All the stories
encapsulate a channingnarrative quality which will hold readers spellbound while[] at the sametime[ heighten
understanding of society during the late Northern[] earlySouthern Song eral]

Page 6



00004, tushu007.com
<O QO00dn>>

goon
gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 7



