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[0 O With breakthroughs such asfaster multicore processors on the way[l raw PC muscle isabout to return with a
vengeance.And it will come in more shapes and sizes than ever ——Christopher Null The PC of tomorrow will
have more competition than ever in winning a place at the heartof your technological universe.But that doesn’ t
mean that the PC will wither away intoirrelevance.far from it. Computers are shaping up to become ever more
specialized[] andalthough they’ 11 appear in innovative new forms[ even the traditional desktop system will
bewith US for years to comel] a peek at your future PC may not reveal what you expect. Eight-core processors

O huge hard drives[ the prospect of external graphics cardsC] andbigger and more affordable displays loom on the
horizon.While some of the mosttantalizing elements.like 2001 terabytedrives or flexible full-color displays are still a
wayout[] some of the must-have technology you’ ve had your eye on may be closer than you
firstthought.Next-generation notebooks with detachable mini displays[] for instancel] are justaround the comer.

0 O PCsJ Form Follows Function Computers have been evolving into some radical designs——such as Media
Center PCs and pint-size Shuttle systems——1hat only a few years ago would never have left the lab.From Acer’ S
20.100 inch® laptop” O weighing 17.3 pounds[] t0 Dell’ S XPS M20100 a 20.1-inchnotebook desktop hybrid
[J O oddball systems are beginning t0 lookJ well[] a little less odd. StillC] Dell Chief Technology OfficerKevin
Kettler says that while designs like theM2010 are interesting exercisesl] they area’ t quite the future.” Traditional
desktops aren’ t goingaway any time soon(J and with emerging markets like ChinalJ demand for inexpensive PCs
should stay strong.” [ [0 Despite efforts like Intel’ S Viiv[61 initiative[]

which seeks to standardize mediaPC components[] few.observers are especially bullish about entertainment
PCs.Notes Kettler(1 “ The next couple ofgenerations ofwireless standards will allow you to access any type
ofmedial] anywhere in the house.You simply won’ t need all entertainment PC stuck besidea TV.”
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