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(] [0 1800s[1 [0 Federal controls over the US drug supply began in 1848 with the Drug Importation Act,
whichrequired US Customs to stop the importation of adulterated drugs. Due to the growing necessity for safefood
and drug products, in 1862 President Abraham Lincoln appointed chemist Charles M. Wetberill tohead the
chemical division in the newly created Department of Agriculture. This division conductednumerous food
adulteration studies. Late in the 1800s, more than 100 food and drug billst~I wereintroduced in Congress.[]

O Early 1900s] [0 In 1902, the Biologics Control Act was passed to ensure purity and safety of serums, vaccines,
andsimilar products used to prevent or treat diseases in humans. Shocking disclosures of insanitaryconditions in
meatpacking plants, the use of poisonous preservatives and dyes in foods, and core-allclaims for worthless and
dangerous patent medicines prompted Congress to pass the Food and DrugsAct in 1906. This federal law
prohibited interstate commerce in misbranded and adulterated foods,drinks, and drugs. In 1930, what had become
the Food, Drug, and Insecticide Administration wasrenamed the Food and Drug Administration [0 FDAL .00
(119380 [J FDA was involved in a five-year legislative struggle to completely revise the Food and Drugs
Act.Following the death of 107 persons, mostly children, who took a poisonous Elixir of Sulfanilamide, Congress
greatly strengthened the public health protection by passing the Federal Food, Drug, andCosmetic Act [1 FD&C
Actld . This new Act: extended FDAs control to cosmetics and therapeutic devices;required new drugs to be
proven safe before marketing; authorized standards of identity, quality, andfill-of-container for foods; authorized
factory inspections; and increased the legal tools available toenforce provisions of the Act.[] [1 Mid 1900s[]

[ Afire the passage of the FD&C Act, numerous amendments, standards, and laws were passed, and court cases set
precedents to further define FDAs role in protecting the public health. These covered areas such as food sanitation
standards, prosecution for violations, drug labeling and effectiveness, pesticide residues, biologics, food additives,
packaging and labeling, low-acid canned foods, medicaldevices, infant formula, nutrition labeling, and dietary
supplements. In 1949, FDA published its first guidance to industry.
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