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[0 O His preparations completed[] Larry Waiters sat in his chair and cut theanchoring cord. His plan was to lazily
float up away[] and then lazily backdown to terra firma. But[] things didn't quite work out that way. When Larry
cut the cord] he didn't float lazily up —— he shot up as if firedfrom a cannon[]

Nor did he go up a couple hundred feet. He climbed andclimbed until he finally leveled off at eleven thousand
feetd]

At that height[] hecould hardly risk deflating any of the balloons] lest he unbalance the load andreally
experience flyingd

So[J he stayed up there[d sailing around for fourteenhours[] totally at a loss as to how to get down. Eventually[]
Larry drifted intothe approach corridor for Los Angeles International Airport. A Pan Am pilotradioed the tower
about passing a guy on a lawn chair at eleven thousand feetwith a gun on his lap.[0 [0 LAX is fight on the ocean(]
and you may know that at nightfalll] the windson the coast begin to change. SoJ as dusk fellC] Larry began
drifting out to sea.l] [J At that point[] the Navy dispatched a helicopter4 to rescue him. But[d therescue team had
a hard time getting to him[J because the draft from theirpropeller kept pushing his homemade contraptions farther
and farther away.Eventually[] they were able to hover over him and drop a rescue line withwhich they gradually
hauled him back to earth. 0 OO 0 O
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