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[0 O She played with dolls and Play-Doh. Though Candy Land was abandonedfor Monopoly and Clue[d across a
table[d there she still was. For years[] she waslike those wooden dolls that nest one inside the other[] identical in
everythingbut size.[1 [1 Or at least that's how | saw her. She roller-skated and ice-skated and didcartwheels in
shopping malls and blew bubbles and drew picturesC] which wehung on the refrigerator. She devoured Yodels and
slushes and woke earlyon Sunday mornings to watch Davey and Goliath.[J (I She never slept through the night[J
not at ten months] not at ten years.\When she was small(J] she'd wake and cry and I'd take her into bed with
me.When she got bigger(] she'd wake and make her way down the hallCJ and in themorningd | would find her
lying beside me.[J [0 She used to put notes under my pillow before she went to bed. | used toput notes in her
bologna sandwiches before she went to school. She used towait by the phone when | was away. | used to wait at the
bus stop for her tocome home.OJ O The songd the notesl] the waking up to find her next to meld] the waitingat
the bus stop —— all these things ended a long time ago. Upstairs now is ayoung woman[J a grown-up. She has
been grown up for a while. Everyoneelse has seen this—— everyone but me. [0 [0 00
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