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[0 O Thus, due to political upheavals, ended my stay, of almost
nine years, in the little-known and all but forgotten ancient Nakhi
Kingdom of south-west China. Even during my youth spent in Moscow
and Paris ! had been unaccountably attracted to Asia, her vast,
little-explored mountains and her strange peoples and, especially,
to mysterious Tibet. The Fates, stern to me in many other ways,
have been kind in vouchsafing me long travels in Asia which even
now, | have a feeling, are not at an end. | had always dreamed of
finding, and living in that beautiful place, shut off from the

world by its great mountains, which years later James Hilton
conceived in his novel Lost Horizon. His hero found his
‘Shangri-La’ by accident. | found mine, by design and perseverance,
in Likiang.
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