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[0 O Chapter 21 The First SocietiesThe oldest of all societies, and the only natural one, isthat of the family ; yet
children remain tied to their father bynature only so long as they need him for their preservation. Assoon as this
need ends, the natural bond is dissolved. Once thechildren are freed from the obedience they owe their father,
andthe father is freed from his responsibilities towards them, bothparties equally regain their independence. If they
continue toremain united, it is no longer nature, but their own choice, whichunites them; and the family as such is
kept in being only byagreement.[J [0 This common liberty is a consequence of mans nature. Mansfirst law is to
watch over his own preservation; his first care heowes to himself; and as soon as he reaches the age of reason,
hebecomes the only judge of the best means to preserve himself; hebecomes his own master.[] [1 The family may
therefore perhaps be seen as the first modelof political societies: the head of the state bears the image ofthe father,
the people the image of his children, and all, beingborn free and equal, surrender their freedom only when they
seeadvantage in do-ing so. The only difference is that in the family,a fathers love for his children repays him for the
care hebestows on them, while in the state, where the ruler can have nosuch feeling for his people, the pleasure of
commanding must takethe place of love.ll [ Grotiusdenies that all human government is established forthe benefit
of the gov-erned, and he cites the example of slavery.His characteristic method of reasoning is always to offer fact
asa proof of right. It is possible to imagine a more logical method,but not one more favourable to tyrants.[]

[0 According to Grotius, therefore, it is doubtful whetherhumanity belongs to a hundredmen, or whether these
hundred menbelong to humanity, though he seems throughout hisC] book to leanto the first of these views, which
is also that of Hobbes. Theseauthors show us the human race divided into herds of cattle, eachwith a master who
preserves it only in order to devour itsmembers.P12O0 0 0 0 000000 OODOOOOOOOOOOOO
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