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[0 O 1. The Definition] O Conceptions of educational technology have been evolving as long as the fieldhas(

and they continue to evolve. Therefore] todays conception is a temporary oneld] asnapshot] in time. In todays
conception] educational technology can be defined as anabstract concept or as a field of practice. The definition
isC] OO O Educational technology is the study and ethical 2 practice of facilitating learningand improving
performance by creatingl] usingl] and managing appropriate technologicalprocesses and resourcest] [0 [0 AECT
[0 20040 2. Elements of the Definition [ Each of the key terms used in the definition will be discussed as to their
intendedmeaning in the context of 3 the definition.[J 00 00 100 Study. The theoretical understanding ofJ as well as
the practice of] educationaltechnologyl requires continual knowledge construction and refinement through
researchand reflective practice[] which are encompassed in the term "study". ThatisC1 "study"refers to
information gathering and analysis beyond the traditional conceptions ofresearchJ [J It is intended to include
quantitative 4 and qualitative 5 research as wellas other forms of disciplined inquiry 6 such as theorizing[
philosophical analysis] historical investigationsl] development projectsl] fault analyses[] system analyses[]
andevaluations. Research has traditionally been both a generator of new ideas and anevaluative process to help
improve practice. Research can be conducted based upona variety of methodological constructs as well as several
contrasting theoreticalconstructs.
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