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000000 O It was two years ago today that the hunting ban came into force, supposedly endingcenturies of
tradition. However, the law has been an unmitigated failure-not that eitherside is shouting about it. It was a
nightmare vision that struck fear and loathing into the hearts of mil-lions. When the hunting ban became law, it was
said, 16,000 people would lose theirjobs, thousands of hounds would be put down, rotting carcasses would litter
the country-side, hedgerows would disappear, riders would face on-the-spot fines, law-abiding peoplefrom
doctors to barristers would be dragged from their horses and carted off to prison,while dog owners would be
prosecuted if their mutt caught a rabbit. These were just some of the claims as desperate countryside campaigners
battled tosave their sport in the lead-up to the hunting ban, which Labour rammed into law usingthe Parliament
Act on November 18, 2004. For many, the fears were real. Others exaggerated as they fought an increasingly
ag-gressive anti-hunting lobby which had rejected acres of independent evidence affirming thathunting is the most
humane way of killing foxes. In the battle to "fight prejudice, fightthe ban", every emotive argument was deployed.
For its part, the anti-hunting brigade extravagantly claimed that the ban would put anend to the rich parading in
red jackets. A senior Labour MP, Peter Bradley, admitted inthis newspaper that it was, as many suspected, about
“class war". He lost his seat shortlyafterwards. But people in red coats did not disappear.
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