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内容概要

　　在实行混合经济模式的现代社会，除了市场的基础性调节作用以外，公共部门经济活动的作用愈
益重要。
即便是在倡导自由市场经济的美国，政府公共部门的开支也占到GDP的1/3以上。
要想充分地了解国家经济实际的运作情况，就必须去了解政府公共部门的经济活动，如政府对私营部
门的管制、政府的税收结构以及政府开支计划对私营部门的重大影响、资源从私营部门向公共部门转
移的情况等。
政府在经济中应该发挥多大的作用？
政府应该参与哪些类型的经济活动？
政府财政收入的规模应该有多大？
政府应该如何有效地控制公共支出？
所有这些问题都将在《公共管理英文版教材系列·高等学校公共管理类双语教学推荐教材·公共经济
学：政府在国家经济中的作用》的各章节中展开讨论。
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作者简介

　　林德尔·G·霍尔库姆（Randal
G.Holcombe），美国佛罗里达州立大学经济学教授，在弗吉尼亚大学获得经济学博士学位，从事经济
学和公共经济学教学30余年。
除了在大学教授经济学以外，还曾担任美国智库詹姆斯·麦迪逊研究所的高级研究员，并于2000-2006
年担任佛罗里达州政府的经济顾问，2006-2008年任美国公共选择学会主席，自2007年起担任奥地利经
济发展学会主席。
主要研究领域是公共财政以及公共政策问题的经济学分析。
先后出版专著12部并发表论文100余篇。
本书是其在佛罗里达州立大学多年来教授公共经济学的经验结晶。
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章节摘录

版权页：   插图：   The subject matter of public sector economics evolved a great deal in the last half of the
twentieth century． In the first half of the century， when government activity fell more within limited and well
—defined boundaries， public sector economics was primarily the study of taxation and went by the more limiting
name of public finance． As government grew， public finance economists became increasingly interested in
public expenditures， both from the standpoint of analyzing the actual expenditures of governments and from the
standpoint of developing a theory of public expenditures． Public expenditure theory provides a rationale for
government activity and can help guide policy makers toward the design of more effective public programs． In
the decades following World War II， public sector economics was further extended to examine the public sector
decision—making process to understand how resources are allocated within political institutions． Public policy
， after all， is not the product of policy experts but rather is the result of democratic decision making． A
complete understanding of the public sector must incorporate an understanding of those political institutions that
actually produce public policy． This book attempts to integrate the study of the various aspects of public sector
economics by viewing all the government's activities as a product of the democratic decisionmaking process． This
theme manifests itself throughout the book． For example， the tax system is examined not only in terms of
traditional equity and efficiency criteria but also as a product of a democratic decision—making process． The
analysis of public expenditures is also developed within the context of the public sector decision—making process
that produces expenditure programs． Likewise， government regulations and intergovernmental relations are
viewed as products of collective decision making and are analyzed the same way． To provide a foundation for this
approach， the book contains three chapters devoted specifically to an economic analysis of political institutions
． Coverage of these chapters is not necessary to understand the rest of the book， but for those who are interested
in studying the allocation of resources through political markets in the public sector in the same way that
economics analyzes the private sector， these chapters should prove helpful． A distinguishing feature of this
book is that it analyzes political institutions in much more detail than do most books in this field and therefore
creates a closer tie between economic analysis and public policy．
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